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FAMILY & FRIENDS INFORMATION LETTER 
 
Title of Study:   
ABLE-Village “Artful Aging: A digital village for older adults to enhance social connectivity” 
 
University of Manitoba Research Node Personnel*: 

Dr. Celine Latulipe, PhD (Co-Investigator) 
Department of Computer Science 
University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg, MB 
celine.latulipe@umanitoba.ca 
 
Melika Adabinejad (Research Assistant) 
Department of Computer Science 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, MB 
adabinem@myumanitoba.ca 
 
* Complete personnel listing for all project nodes is included at the end of this document. 

 
We are completing a research study entitled “Artful Aging: A digital village for older adults to enhance 
social connectivity,” also known as the ABLE Village study. 
 
We have developed a virtual platform that allows older people to connect, play games, make art, and 
engage in movement activities with others, including family members in different locations, through 
computer video at the same time (or “live”). We would like your feedback on the design and the 
interaction (or “game design”) of this platform and the social, physical, mental, and artistic activities 
included on the platform.  
 
Your family member/friend is interested in participating in this study. Their involvement entails 
completing a brief survey and then participating in 5 to 20, one- to two-hour long focus groups using 
Zoom. These groups will include working with 1-7 other participants. Focus groups will take place 
online between September 2023 and March 2025. During these focus groups, we will show participants 
the ABLE platform and ask them for their feedback on the design. With everyone’s permission, these 
focus groups will be recorded (please ask your family member/friend for a copy of the Letter of 
Information and Consent, or find it on our web site: website: https://celinelatulipe.net/the-able-village-
study/). Participants can participate in as many or as few focus groups as they desire, and they will 
participate in a focus group size of their preference (1-8 participants and 2-6 research team members). 
Participants may invite their friends and family to participate in the focus group, which is why you are 
receiving this letter as a family member or friend of a prospective participant. By joining your family 
member or friend in this study, you would be agreeing to participate in this study as a participant 
yourself. 
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Participants have the option of observing the platform or testing the platform by using your computer 
(touch pad or mouse) or tablet/mobile device. We also can meet with you individually before the 
research meeting to help you to use your computer or tablet to access the ABLE Village platform. 
 
Your participation in this study is voluntary. You may withdraw at any time without consequences and 
you may also refuse to answer any questions you do not want to answer and still remain in the study. 
You will receive a $50 gift card (a $200 cheque if you are a participant lead) for each year for your 
participation in this two-year study. If you withdraw from the study, you will still be eligible to receive 
an honorarium; however, the amount you receive will be proportionate to the time in which you 
participated in the study (e.g., if you withdraw after 6-months of participating in the study, you will 
receive half of a one-year honorarium, which is $25).  
 
For more information, please visit our website: https://celinelatulipe.net/the-able-village-study/. For 
questions, or if you are interested in participating in this study, please contact Dr. Celine Latulipe 
(celine.latulipe@umanitoba.ca). 
 
This project has been approved by the University of Manitoba Fort Garry Research Ethics Board. 
The ABLE Village Study is supported in part by funding from the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Dr. Celine Latulipe 
celine.latulipe@umanitoba.ca 
Department of Computer Science 
University of Manitoba 
 
IF I HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS, WHOM CAN I CONTACT? 

The University of Manitoba ABLE Village Research Team: 
If you have any questions about the research now or later, please contact Dr. Celine Latulipe via email at 
(celine.latulipe@umanitoba.ca) or visit our website: https://celinelatulipe.net/the-able-village-study/ 

University of Manitoba Research Ethics Board: 
This study has been reviewed by the University of Manitoba Fort Garry Research Ethics Board and 
received ethics clearance. If you have concerns or questions about your rights as a participant or about 
the way the study is conducted, please contact:  
   University of Manitoba Human Ethics Coordinator  
   Telephone: (204) 474-7122  
   E-mail: humanethics@umanitoba.ca 
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FULL RESEARCH TEAM 
 
Principal Investigator:  
Dr. Paula Gardner, PhD 
Department of Communication Studies and 
Multimedia 
322 Togo Salmon Hall 
McMaster University, Hamilton, ON 
905-525-9140, ext. 27596 
gardnerp@mcmaster.ca 
 
 

 
Co-Director: 
Dr. Kim Sawchuk, PhD, Communication 
Studies 
Communication Studies and Journalism 
Building L-CJ 4431   
7141 Sherbrooke W. 
Concordia University, Montreal, QC 
514-848-2424 ext. 5657 
kim.sawchuk@concordia.ca 

 
Community Partners: 
Bahar Karimi 
Thrive Group 
565 Sanitorium Road, Hamilton, ON 
 
Anne Caines 
RECAA Montréal 
1590 Dr. Penfield room 411, Montreal, QC 
 
Rachel Shepherd 
Chebucto Links 
6670 Bayers Road, Halifax, NS 

 
Michelle Porter 
Centre on Aging 
338 Isbister Building 
183 Dafoe Rd 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB 
 
Danielle Kent 
Loch Lomond Villa 
185 Loch Lomond Road, Saint John, NB 

 
 
 
Co-Investigators: 
Dr. Derek Reilly, PhD 
Faculty of Computer Science 
4204 Mona Campbell Building 
Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS 
902-494-4057  
reilly@cs.dal.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Scott Bateman, PhD 
Faculty of Computer Science 
550 Windsor Street 
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton, NB 
(506) 447-3336 
scottb@unb.ca 
 
Dr. Celine Latulipe, PhD 
Department of Computer Science 
University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg, MB 
celine.latulipe@umanitoba.ca 
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Collaborators: 
Dr. Caitlin McArthur, PhD MScPT BSc(KIN) 
School of Physiotherapy 
Forrest Building 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
902-494-1371 
caitlin.mcarther@dal.ca 
 
Dr. Nicole Dalmer, PhD 
Assistant professor, Department of health, 
aging, and society 
McMaster University 
1280 Main Street West, Hamilton, ON  
226-237-4340 
dalmern@mcmaster.ca 
 
Dr. Sheila Boamah, PhD 
School of Nursing 
1280 Main Street West, L8S 4K1 
McMaster University, Hamilton, ON 
905-515-9140 x 21752 
boamahs@mcmaster.ca 
 
Dr. Rong Zheng, PhD 
Department of Computing and Software 
1280 Main Street West ITB 121 
Hamilton, ON 
905-525-9140 ext. 22891 
rzheng@mcmaster.ca 
 
Dr. Parisa Ghanouni, PhD 
School of Occupational Therapy 
323 Forest Building 
Dalhousie University 
902-494-8434 
parsia.ghanouni@dal.ca 
 
Dr. Pamela Durepos, PhD 
McLaggen Hall 163 
University of New Brunswick 
Fredericton, NB 
506-447-3281 
p.durepos@unb.ca 

Dr. Shannon Hebblethwaite, PhD 
Professor of Applied Human Sciences 
Concordia University, Montréal, QC 
514-848-2424 ext. 2259 
shannon.hebblethwaite@concordia.ca 
 
Dr. Brenda Vrkljan 
School of Rehabilitation Science 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
McMaster University, Hamilton, ON 
905-525-9140 ext. 27817 
verkljan@mcmaster.ca 
 
Dr. Julia Henderson, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
University of British Columbia 
Vancouver, BC 
604-822-7142 
julia.henderson@ubc.ca 
 
Dr. Andrea Bunt, PhD 
Department of Computer Science 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, MB 
204-474-8868 
Andrea.Bunt@umanitoba.ca 
 
Dr. Michelle Porter, PhD 
Faculty of Kinesiology and Recreation 
Management 
388 Isbister Building, 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB 
204-474-8795 
michelle.porter@umanitoba.ca 
 
Dr. Rose Marlene McCloskey, PhD 
Nursing and Health Sciences 
University of New Brunswick 
St. John, NB 
1-506-648-5546 
rmcclosk@unb.ca 
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Research Assistants: 
 
Dr. Kelsey Harvey, Postdoctoral Fellow 
and Mairead Stewart 
The Pulse Lab at McMaster University 
719 Togo Salmon Hall 
McMaster University, Hamilton, ON 
905-525-9140 ext. 27959 
Harvek1@mcmaster.ca 
stewam12@mcmaster.ca 
 
 


